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MICROSOFT OEM SYSTEM BUILDER LICENSE
(Visit www.microsoft.com/oem for additional OEM system builder information)

1.        AUTHORIZED DISTRIBUTION AND ACCEPTANCE. Distribution of individual software licenses or hardware units 
contained in this Microsoft System Builder Pack (“package”) is not authorized unless you accept this license. You 
accept this license when you open this package. By accepting this license, you agree that you are a system builder. 
“System builder” means an original equipment manufacturer, or an assembler, reassembler, or installer of software 
on computer systems. If you choose not to accept this license, promptly return the unopened package to your dis-
tributor. Individual software licenses or hardware units cannot be returned after this package is opened. 
2.        PARTIES. This license is granted to you by Microsoft Licensing, GP (“MLGP”), a Nevada corporation, unless 
you are located in Europe, Africa, or the Middle East (for a complete list of countries, consult www.microsoft.com
/oem/sblicense), in which case this license is granted by Microsoft Ireland Operations Limited. (“MIOL”), an Irish 
company. The terms “we,” “our,” or “Microsoft” are used below to mean either MLGP or MIOL, as appropriate. 
3.        LIMITED LICENSE. This is a limited license to distribute the individual software licenses or hardware units 
contained in this package. “Individual software license” means any individual software license that comes in this 
package, including software media, documentation, certifi cates of authenticity, end-user license agreements, 
and security devices. “Hardware unit” means any hardware that comes in this package, including any hardware-
related software and user documentation.
4.        SOFTWARE DISTRIBUTION.
4.1    If the individual software license is a desktop operating system (including Windows XP Media Center Edi-
tion), we grant you a nonexclusive right to distribute individual software licenses; provided that each one is dis-
tributed with either (a) a fully assembled computer system or (b) a nonperipheral computer hardware 
component. A “fully assembled computer system” means a computer system consisting of at least a central pro-
cessing unit, a motherboard, a hard drive, a power supply, and a case. A “nonperipheral computer hardware 
component” means a component that will be an integral part of the fully assembled computer system on which 
the individual software license will be installed.
4.2    If the individual software license is application or server software, we grant you a nonexclusive right to dis-
tribute individual software licenses; provided that each one is distributed with a fully assembled computer system.
4.3    Each individual software license must be distributed pursuant to the end-user license agreement (“EULA”) 
that accompanies the individual software license. Under the terms of the EULA, you are the licensor.
5.        HARDWARE DISTRIBUTION. If this package contains hardware units, we grant you a nonexclusive right to 
distribute each hardware unit only with either (a) a fully assembled computer system or (b) other non-Microsoft 
computer hardware component. If you distribute a hardware unit with a fully assembled computer system, you 
must preinstall the associated software drivers and programs supplied in this package, if any, on the fully assem-
bled computer system’s hard drive. Neither Microsoft, its affi liates, nor its distributors or suppliers makes any 
warranty regarding compliance of the hardware units with any federal, state, provincial, or local laws or regula-
tions, or the laws or regulations of any non-U.S. jurisdiction, relating to computing devices or items sold to the 
public. You have the sole responsibility to assemble, test, and certify the hardware units in conjunction with other 
equipment that you manufacture, distribute, or sell.
6.        DISTRIBUTION OTHER THAN WITH A FULLY ASSEMBLED COMPUTER SYSTEM. We grant you a nonexclusive 
right to distribute individual software licenses for desktop operating systems or hardware units to another sys-
tem builder if the software and hardware are distributed with a nonperipheral computer hardware component; 
provided that the other system builder accepts this license. A copy of this license is posted at 
www.microsoft.com/oem/sblicense to facilitate its acceptance by the other system builder. You are required to 
keep records of any distributions pursuant to this section to show that its requirements were met.
7.        PREINSTALLATION REQUIREMENT. If you distribute a desktop operating system with a fully assembled com-
puter system, you must (a) preinstall it on the computer system’s hard drive and (b) use the OEM Preinstallation 
Kit (“OPK”) provided in this package, if any. Preinstallation is limited to one copy of each individual software 
license. You may not copy or modify the OPK or OPK instructions provided in this package, if any. You may not dis-
tribute the OPK or OPK instructions to an end user. For updates regarding OEM preinstallation tools and support, 
see www.microsoft.com/oem. If you distribute a hardware unit with a fully assembled computer system, you 
must preinstall the associated software drivers and programs supplied in this package, if any, on the fully assem-
bled computer system’s hard drive.
8.        CERTIFICATE OF AUTHENTICITY (COA) LABEL/PROOF OF LICENSE (POL) LABEL. If the individual software 
license includes a COA or combination COA/POL label, the system builder who installs the individual software 
license must attach the COA or combination COA/POL label, as applicable, to the outside of the fully assembled 
computer system case in an easily accessible location.
9.        END-USER SUPPORT. The system builder who installs the individual software license and distributes hard-
ware units must provide end-user support on terms at least as favorable as the terms under which the system 
builder provides end-user support for any fully assembled computer system. The system builder must place its 
support phone number in a noticeable location in the fully assembled computer system help fi les or end-user 
documentation.

10.     DISCLAIMER OF ALL WARRANTIES. Unless mandatory under applicable law despite this provision, Microsoft, 
its affi liates, and their distributors (and their suppliers) disclaim and exclude all warranties, conditions, and repre-
sentations (express or implied, by statute or otherwise) in relation to the individual software licenses and hardware 
units, including, without limitation, warranties and conditions of title, merchantability, satisfactory quality, nonin-
fringement, fi tness for a particular purpose, or any implied warranty or condition arising from course of dealing or 
usage of trade. 
11.     LIMITATION OF LIABILITY. You agree that Microsoft, its affi liates, and their distributors (and their suppliers) 
will not be liable for any damages (including any caused by negligence) related to this license or any transaction 
contemplated herein, including for any consequential, incidental, indirect, economic, or punitive damages even if 
Microsoft, its affi liates, distributors (or their suppliers) have been advised of the possibility of such damages. You 
acknowledge and agree that this limitation of liability shall apply even if any remedies fail of their essential pur-
pose. Your and our total liability for direct damages related to this license or any transaction contemplated herein 
will be limited to 100% of the amount actually paid by you for this package.
12.     TRADEMARK RIGHTS. You agree to comply with all trademark guidelines found at www.microsoft.com
/mscorp/ip/trademarks/oemguide.asp. 
13.     EXPORT RESTRICTIONS. You acknowledge that the individual software licenses and hardware units are sub-
ject to U.S. export jurisdiction. You agree to comply with all applicable international and national laws that apply 
to the individual software licenses and hardware units, including the U.S. Export Administration Regulations, as 
well as end-user, end-use, and destination restrictions issued by the U.S. and other governments. For additional 
information, see www.microsoft.com/exporting. 
14.     LICENSE COMPLIANCE. You must not engage or participate with any third party in the unauthorized manu-
facture, duplication, delivery, transfer, or use of counterfeit, pirated, or illegal software and you must not other-
wise infringe any of our other intellectual property rights.
15.     ACTIVATION. Under the terms of the EULA, use of the individual software license will be limited to the fi rst 
(a) 30 days after the end user launches Microsoft Windows XP or Windows Server 2003 software or (b) 50 times 
the end user launches Microsoft Offi ce software; unless either (i) the system builder activates the software in the 
manner described in its setup sequence or (ii) the end user activates the software in the manner described dur-
ing its launch. You must provide the following or substantially similar notice in a clear and conspicuous manner 
to end users before their purchase of the software (for example, in advertisements, packaging, or point of pur-
chase materials):

Certain Microsoft® software product(s) included with this computer may use technological measures for 
copy protection. In such event, you will not be able to use the product if you do not fully comply with the 
product activation procedures. Product activation procedures and Microsoft’s privacy policy will be detailed 
during initial launch of the product, or upon certain reinstallations of the software product(s) or reconfi gu-
rations of this computer, and may be completed by Internet or telephone (toll charges may apply).

16.     MISCELLANEOUS.
16.1  You must not advertise, provide a separate price for, or otherwise market or distribute individual software 
licenses, or any part of them, as separate items from the fully assembled computer system or nonperipheral 
computer component, as applicable; except to the extent necessary to advertise, set a price or fee, or otherwise 
market or distribute Microsoft software that you are expressly authorized by Microsoft to market or distribute as 
separate items from the fully assembled computer system or nonperipheral computer component, as applica-
ble. Except as granted in this license, you may not use, run, distribute, copy, modify, display, repackage, or reas-
semble any individual software licenses or hardware units, or any part of them.
16.2  You are solely responsible for all applicable taxes, fees, duties, and tariffs that may be levied in connection 
with this license and the ordering and distributing of software and hardware under this license.
16.3  You may not reverse engineer, decompile, or disassemble any individual software license or hardware unit 
except and only to the extent that it is expressly permitted by applicable law notwithstanding this provision. All 
rights not expressly granted are reserved.
16.4  If a court holds any provision of this license to be illegal, invalid, or unenforceable, the remaining provisions 
will remain in full force and effect and the parties will amend the agreement to give effect to the stricken clause 
to the maximum extent possible.
16.5  If the contracting party to this license is MLGP, the laws of the State of Washington, U.S.A. govern this 
license. If the contracting party to this license is MIOL, the laws of Ireland govern this license.
16.6  Nothing in this license restricts you from supporting, promoting, distributing, or using non-Microsoft soft-
ware or hardware.
16.7  Microsoft may assign this license at any time to an affi liated company.
16.8  This license does not create a “technology transfer” agreement, as defi ned by applicable law because 
(a) the technology (including any software) made available under this license is not an integrated part of a tech-
nology chain for production or management purposes and (b) the technology (including any software) will have 
its own technology license. You will not hold yourself out as our technology recipient and will not attempt to iden-
tify us as a technology provider under this license.
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Distribution Requirements

The installer of the software must provide end-user support.

Individual units inside this package may not be delivered unless accompanied by the required hardware as listed above; 
provided, however, that this package may be redelivered unopened and unaltered.  

For further details and complete requirements, please review the Microsoft OEM System Builder License on the opposite side of 
this package.

If this package contains it must be accompanied by

desktop operating system 
software,

either a fully assembled computer system or a nonperipheral computer hardware 
component (that will be an integral part of the computer system on which the desktop 
operating system software will be installed). The system builder who installs the desktop 
operating system software on the PC must also affi x the Certifi cate of Authenticity label 
to the exterior of the computer case.

application or server software, either a fully assembled computer system or server. The system builder who installs 
server software on a server must also affi x the Certifi cate of Authenticity label to the 
exterior of the computer case.

hardware, either a fully assembled computer system or non-Microsoft computer hardware 
component.
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